
Wessex Association of Model Railway Clubs 

News Letter Feb 2020 

Dear All 

Welcome to another year of the Wessex Association of Model 
Railway Clubs. Last year ended on a high with over 60 members of 
the association on board and the forward programme of 3 exhibitions 
planned for 2020.  
The AGM was well attended and the committee remained 
unchanged, with the following representatives:- Chairman Ray Heard 
(Ilminster), Vice Chairman Graham Bevan (Wimborne), Secretary 
Bob Ahrens (Bridport), Treasurer Peter Edwards (Ilminster), 
Webmaster Andy Miller (I Ad That),  Exhibition Manager Robert 
Train (Compton), Facebook & Advertising Manager Chris Fordham 
(Diesel & Electric Group), Adrian Rogers Trade Representative 
(Railroom Electronics) & David Train Assistant Exhibition Manager 
(Compton). Revisions to the Constitution where discussed and 
approved generally with regards to the area of Wessex being defined, 
the payments to layouts at exhibitions and a general tidy up where all 
agreed and approved and have since been implemented. 
  
Winter Exhibition at Frome Cheese & Grain Wiltshire held at Frome 
on the 4th & 5th January 2020. 
The exhibition proved to be a great success, with larger numbers 
through the doors with over 900 paying adults and 200 children as 
well as 11 press from local newspapers and magazines. 
The new pay out scheme was implemented and proved to be very 
successful with the share out scheme spread from small layouts 
receiving £150, over 10’ to 20’ layouts receiving £250 & over 20ft 
layouts receiving £350. This was due to the fine planning and team 
effort of the Exhibition Manager and all the clubs and representatives 



that helped during the exhibition, together with the support from the 
public. I must emphasise that the payout at this exhibition is due to 
the costs of the venue, supported by the strong trade support and the  
numbers through the door. We will endeavour to repeat this at future 
events, but we are at the mercy of the paying public. The comments 
from the returned public questionnaire was very positive. 
Interestingly the information with regards to where they found out 
about the Exhibition was as follows:- 25% Facebook & Internet, 20% 
Model Railway Magazines, 20% Flyers, 15% Signage,  10% 
Previous Shows & 10% Other. This points us to the fact that it is so 
important to get information on social media. The winning Best of 
Show Layout was Wimborne, who was presented with the David 
Lear Cup. We look forward to seeing them back at Frome in 2021. I 
must congratulate Robert & David Train for planning and executing 
such a successful exhibition. 

Spring Exhibition 2020 at Queen Elizabeth School Wimborne Dorset. 
We are holding the Exhibition at QE School for the first time on 
March 14th & 15th 2020. We have now completed the planning and 
22 layouts with 12 traders will appear at the show. This is the largest 
Exhibition Wessex has attempted and we look forward to any club or 
club representatives that support this venture, either by just attending 
or to volunteer to help at the show. Should any club or individual 
wish to help, then please let Robert Train or myself know. 
For the first time we are having a Bring & Buy stand at the show, if 
you have anything you wish to sell, please bring it along, there will 
be a 10% charge for this service if sold, all proceeds will go towards 
the Wessex Association and the show costs. For those who have not 
heard of a bring and buy, the idea is you place on the sale stand your 
item for the price you want and hope that it sells during the show. 
Anything not sold is returned to the seller. 

Future Exhibitions 
We are now planning for the Blandford Forum Autumn Exhibition 
2020. Invitations have been sent out this week, for layouts, traders 



and exhibitors. Please return information as soon as possible. 
Returned forms should be sent to Robert Train.  
We have booked the Cheese & Grain at Frome for the Winter 
Exhibition on the 9th & 10th January 2021. Details will be sent out 
next month. 

Wessex Association 
We now have 64 member clubs as part of the association and as can 
be seen by the attached Dates for your Diary, many of them are busy 
promoting the hobby with Exhibitions and open days. It has been 
reported that many of the clubs have had a increase in membership, 
hopefully through the association and the latest TV shows which 
have alerted the public to the hobby. If there are any additional 
shows, open days or general meetings then please let me know and if 
you have flyers for your show please forward some copies to me as I 
distribute them at the exhibitions. Furthermore please provide details 
of news events/pictures to Chris Fordham & Andy Miller, who can 
place details on the website. 

Meetings 
Please try to attend the meetings of the Wessex, we try and 
accommodate these around the Exhibitions where many of the clubs 
are attending. The next meeting will be at the Wimborne Exhibition 
on Sunday 15th March at 9.00am and the AGM is provisionally 
booked to be held at the Wincanton Exhibition on Saturday 
November 7th starting at 5.00pm. Should you not be able to attend, 
then please advise me of any question you may wish to ask the 
committee, hope to see you there. 

Membership Subs 
Just a reminder that subs are now due, the annual fee has remained at 
£10 and should be paid to the treasurer Peter Edwards. 

I trust that you find the above of interest and look forward to seeing 
you all at the future exhibitions and meetings. 



Best Regards 

Ray Heard 
Chairman Wessex Association of Model Railway Clubs 

   


